
TO: Lake County Water Authority Board of Trustees

FROM: Patricia Burgos, Environmental Program Manager

DATE: May 15, 2014

RE: Proposed Goose Prairie Peat Mine
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Item

Proposed Goose Prairie Peat Mine

In 1991 the Water Authority’s citizen Land Acquisition Selection Committee recommended the 

acceptance of land parcels totaling 4.91 acres from PAR III. The 5-acre Goose Prairie parcel 

within the larger 300+ acre wetland complex had been originally identified in 1977, 1985 and 

1990-1999 by the Water Authority’s citizen Land Acquisition Selection Committee and 

Conservation Committee for preservation (reference copy from 1998-1999 Acquisition Report).

The acceptance of this parcel was based upon the Water Authority actively seeking wetland 

donation parcels throughout the county and as part of an overall acquisition strategy to protect 

the Goose Prairie wetlands north of CR 44 as an aquifer recharge area, as a natural filter for 

surface waters entering it from an 1,100 acre drainage area and as a hydrologic connection to 

Lake Eustis in the southeast.  

On April 28, 2014 the Water Authority received a notice of public hearing from the Lake County 

Planning and Zoning Board to be held on April 30, 2014 regarding the pending mining 

conditional permit for peat mining and wetland reclamation to be known as the Goose Prairie 

Peat Mine MCUP #14./5/1-5. This proposed peat mine is immediately adjacent to the Water 

Authority’s 5-acre Goose Prairie parcel as per the attached map.  The Lake County Planning and 

Zoning Board voted to recommend approval of the MCUP on April 30, 2014.  The Water 

Authority submitted the enclosed letter requesting that the Lake County Board of County 

Commissioners postpone their May 20
th 

decision to allow the Water Authority Board an 

opportunity to discuss this item at their May 28
th

meeting.   The public hearing has been 

continued to the June 24, 2014 BCC hearing.

Following are concerns regarding the Goose Prairie Peat Mine project:

1. The staff report makes no mention of the Water Authority’s conservation lands and 

potential hydrologic impacts from the peat mine and the proposed berms that will 

surround the mine in its “Summary of Staff Determination,” which recommends 

approval;

2. Because the Water Authority has been waiting for the County to update its zoning so that 

the agency’s conservation lands around the County get rezoned from industrial, 

residential, etc. to conservation lands, proper analysis of the peat mine’s impact to the

agency’s property and land use consistency did not effectively take place;



3. The County’s Land Development Regulation 6.07.02 Development Review Required 

states that “All Development proposals within one thousand (1,000) feet of a natural 

reservation shall be evaluated for potential impacts to the reservation related to: 

hydrology, water quality, air quality, ambient noise level, wildlife populations, natural 

ecosystems and aesthetics.  The County may request assistance in review from the state 

of federal agency responsible of the management of the affected reservation.”  This is 

also reflected in the County’s Comprehensive Plan Policy III-3.2.6, page 212-213

regarding “Development adjacent to Conservation Areas.” Water Authority staff have not 

been contacted regarding this project for their concerns or issues.  Based upon the quoted 

LDR and Comprehensive Plan Policy, it would be incumbent upon the applicant to 

provide the Water Authority assurances that its 5-acre conservation parcel would not be 

adversely impacted from the peat mine operation in the short and long term; and

4. As mentioned on page 2 of 7 of the County’s staff report, the “Goose Prairie Area is 

recognized by the County as an intact ecosystem of ecological significance and as such, 

the County encourages preserving the integrity of the wetlands and water bodies of this 

system by protecting its natural resources.”  Similar to the County, the Water Authority 

also believes that this wetland complex is environmentally sensitive and crucial as a 

natural filter for surface waters entering it from a 1,100 acre drainage area and for the 

uptake and slow release of nutrients to both groundwater and Lake Eustis.  This area has 

been recognized for over 20 years for its hydrologic importance.  The proposed project 

seems counter to the County’s comprehensive plan.  

Representatives from the Goose Prairie Peat Mine MCUP#14./5/1-5 will make a short 

presentation to the Board and will be prepared to respond to any questions from the Board.

Executive Director’s Recommendation:

Provide direction to staff regarding the Board’s concerns related to the Goose Prairie Peat Mine 

MCUP#14./5/1-5.


