
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEPTIC SYSTEM INSPECTION PROGRAM (HB 1263): 

 First Magnitude Springs must participate or may opt out with a 60% vote of the county 
elected officials. 

 All other counties or municipalities may elect to participate by adopting an inspection 
ordinance which can apply in all or part of a county, and they may cancel participation 
at any time. 

 No government entity may require an engineered performance system before the 
Nitrogen Study is completed 

 No government entity may require an engineered performance system that reduces 
nutrients as a repair for a conventional system. 

 Dept. of Health may not adopt rules governing inspections. 

If a county or municipality adopts an inspection ordinance, the following guidelines 
and restrictions apply: 

1. Inspection and a mandatory pump out every five years 

2. Visual Inspection of tank and drain field 

3. Homeowner gets a signed copy of the inspection 

4. Homeowner is not required to use the inspecting company for needed repairs 

5. County sets a fee for administration. 
6. Anticipated cost $500 per inspection 

7. No point of sale inspection is allowed unless the prospective homeowner or financing 
agency requests one. 

8. Permit to own and operate a system transfers with title 

9. No modification/re-sizing of septic system unless a bedroom is added. “Bedroom” is 
carefully defined in statute.  

10. Only the county can levy a fine against the homeowner for non-compliance. 
11. Lots with one acre per bedroom are exempt from inspections 

Inspection Criteria for a failing system: 

 No soil testing is allowed for a simple inspection. Soil testing may be allowed if a repair 
is needed. 

 Tank is not water tight 
 Effluent is ponding on ground surface 
 System is discharging directly into a water body 
 Effluent is backing up into the home as a result of a blockage and presents a sanitary 

nuisance 
 Homeowner can request inspection of pumps, siphons, and alarms, but not required. 
 Disclaimer to protect contractor from liability required. 
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