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Lake County State of Schools  - rev06 edited, cut to about 2276 words 

Are Lake County school kids getting a good education or not?   

Are lazy parents or poorly educated parents a cause?  Can parents with children at any school ensure 
they get a good education? 

The Lake County School District is the largest employer in the County and educates almost 50,000 
students each year.    

In addition there are charter schools, private schools, and home school parents that also educate our 
children. 

Some parents and employers complain about Common Core, work skills, reading, writing, liberal and 
Islam bias and worry about the quality of schools.    

So we decided to tell you about some improvements in different education methods and that not 
everything has gone to hell. 

Yes, you read about low student test scores or low school rankings, but is that the best indicator of 
school quality in Lake County? 

I think not.   I have been attending most School Board meetings for eight years, and learned a few 
things.    

The truth is that you need to look deeper into the education system to learn what works and what does 
not.   Overall test scores and school rankings can be low, but those are averages, and it doesn’t mean 
the education is poor for those students who are disciplined and take advantage of the education 
system benefits. 

*** 

The Lake County School District is composed of 51 schools, almost 50,000 students, and over 3,000 
teachers.  Excluding charter schools, that leaves 44 elementary, K-8, middle and high schools managed 
by the central School District Administration and the five elected School Board members.   Students 
progress via a “feeder pattern” from one level of school to the next.      

In the most recent Florida Dept. of Education school rankings, Lake County Schools has many C, D & F 
schools. 

Does that mean all students in an F, D or C ranked schools are poorly educated? 

No. 

It means that the lower rated schools have students that may be from lower income and non-English 
speaking families that drag down the average scores.  Lower income families don’t always ensure their 
kids do homework, or read to them, or set expectations for 100% attendance in classes.    So their kids 
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skip classes, are tardy, avoid homework, take easy classes or drop out.   That behavior is hard for 
teachers to control.    

Those situations were all discussed in two recent community meetings to improve school rankings in 
Leesburg and in Eustis.   In Leesburg, they had a large community meeting and parents spoke out about 
the need to get all parents provide direction and discipline for their children.   The initial meeting 
resulted in monthly meetings guided by the Chamber of Commerce to work on issues like providing 
mentors for children who had no parental guidance, and to establish “partnerships” with local 
employers and churches.     

But, other students, at the same schools, have involved parents or are self motivated and disciplined, 
and they do well.  They don’t skip school, are not tardy, do the homework, participate in class and focus 
on learning to ensure a bright future.   

There is now more encouragement to take AP classes (Advanced Placement) which are classes that 
result in college credit if the student achieves specified test scores.   Unfortunately, AP classes are 
defined by the College Board, and some parents are now objecting to liberal and other biases inserted 
into the AP classes, and a movement has started to pull kids out of AP classes until liberal biases are 
removed. (Note:  AP US History has the most objections, and not all AP classes are subject to biases.)    
The movement to reduce AP participation may be a tough sell since good scores on AP tests result in 
college credits AND easier entry into selective colleges.    

What are the advantages of students enrolling in the normal public school system? 

I talked to two school principals and both offered many reasons to keep students in public schools. 

Beverly Shores Elementary in Leesburg – Principal Monica Gordon 

This Leesburg School received a Florida Dept. of Education ranking of D in the most recent review.   

Ms. Gordon explains they have challenges with the demographics where many children come from low 
income homes without parents who encourage the children to be learners.    

Gordon does say that entering a public school provides access to benefits not offered by other 
education systems.   “We serve every spectrum of child, and have specialized units to serve slow 
learners, autistic kids, or gifted students who can enter accelerated learning programs.” 

“Public schools can offer added classroom settings”, she concluded.    

For instance a nearby charter school closed recently, and Beverly Shores held an open house for parents 
of the 40-50 students moving to her school.   “The parents’ questions were answered,” she explained.    
“We offer AVID classes with higher order thinking strategies”.    

Some parents complain about Common Core, or the “Florida Standards”, but Gordon explains that it is 
“more rigorous and deeper in subject areas.  Every child is making improvements in grade levels. “   
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When asked about parent complaints that the Florida Standards are too hard or not developmentally 
appropriate, she explains “when you deliver instruction in chunks, it should not be overwhelming.  I 
have never had a parent complain about the ability of their child to cope with the standards and related 
curriculum”.   

Although Gordon did not mention it, another reason for poor school rankings is English Language 
learners who do not speak or write English well.   They contribute to the low average rankings of several 
schools.  However, the School District recently conducted a study to find areas for reduced spending, 
then switched the savings, including $1-million, into the budget for helping English language learners.   

“We see growth in our children.  We are on our way to get an A rating.   Beverly Shores used to have an 
A rating.” 

Gordon says that some students are a challenge.  The early warning indicators are poor attendance.   
“We can’t control parents motivation to encourage student attendance.  However, we have programs 
like an “On Time” club where children with perfect attendance get field trips as an incentive.  Kids want 
to be part of the activities and take ownership of their attendance record.   Some parents require 
personal outreach to get them to motivate their children to attend school.   We try to relate good 
attendance to an important behavior leading to future success.” 

Another behavior factor, helped by the Leesburg committee for better schools, is the involvement of 
churches, especially African-American churches, which “adopt” a local school and help with resources 
and mentoring.   Beverly Shores has partnered with three local churches, and the idea is to get Church 
leaders to provide inspiration about education and attendance for children who do not have good 
parental direction. 

 “All school Principles want community partnerships,” says Gordon.  “We are starting to see a 
turnaround, and when we have a student and parent event, 300-400 people now show up.” 

In conclusion, Gordon shared “We are here to partner with parents and welcome their voice”. 

South Lake High School – Principal: Rob McCue 

This school is one of the few Lake County schools to be the site of a Bill & Melinda Gates funded grant 
pilot project for Individual Personalized learning (IPL).  It is mandatory for 9th graders and optional so far 
for higher grades.  Rather than follow rote learning lessons, students create “individual” learning plans 
and work on projects using “project based learning” with groups and collaboration.  Rather than just 
listen to lectures and take tests, they might collaborate in group projects to research history and science 
topics, then create a presentation on solving an environmental problem.     

The School District plans to roll out IPL to other schools in the future when funding permits.   

Now, according to South Lake’s McCue, more AP and CTE classes are being added to his schedule, partly 
due to the transfer of about 130 freshmen from the Minneola area and the new boundary map that 
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determines which school they attend.  McCue also pointed out that this year 900 of his students took 
different AP tests compared to 559 the prior year indicating a growth in aspirations. 

Career & Professional Academies and LakeTech 

Lake County has always had “career technical education” (CTE) programs at high schools and some 
middle schools.  They have grown due to the focus on the “Career & College Ready” focus of the new 
Florida Standards, and newer schools may have more sophisticated technical equipment that was 
funded as part of construction.   They include classes to earn industry certificates in many trades, 
including fields like construction, AV technology, Health Science and other fields.   This is way beyond 
taking wood shop like I did as a kid.  Programs vary by high school, so parents should learn about 
different programs to help their children choose one.   Get CTE information at 
http://www.lake.k12.fl.us/Page/438 . 

And, don’t forget LakeTech in Eustis (http://www.laketech.org/) , which is an official charter high school 
and post-secondary adult school, but has more advanced hands on “dual-enrollment” career technical 
classes like public safety, manufacturing or health Science programs like Emergency Medical Technician, 
Paramedic, or Nursing Assistant (CNA).   Many high school students and parents do not know about 
LakeTech, but if the student is a hands on type of learner, they need to know about both the CTE classes 
in their local schools and also the LakeTech dual enrollment programs.   Many of the students of either 
type of program can graduate and get hired quickly for their skills.  Discussions at prior Board meetings 
indicate not all high school counselors will tell students about Lake Tech, because if a student enrolls in 
LakeTech, the revenue paid by the state follows the student to LakeTech.  Thus parents need to get 
involved to ensure they are aware of LakeTech dual enrollment programs. 

Charter Schools in Lake County 

Two charter schools in Leesburg just closed by not meeting state standards. 

However there are four “conversion” charter schools, and three “non-conversion or startup” charter 
schools in Lake County.   Conversion charter schools are former public schools that converted to 
charters, but their staff and teachers are still part of the Lake County School District wage and benefit 
plan.  The startup charters were initiated by private groups. 

Spring Hill conversion K-8 Charter School – Principal Wesley Locke 

Wesley Locke is the Principal of Spring Hill conversion K-8 school in the north east corner of Lake County 
in Paisley.   The difference between a conversion charter school and regular public schools is they are 
run by a community board who hires the Principal.  The School District has no authority over the School 
or hiring of the Principal.   Thus the school board and Principal can choose a curriculum based upon 
local, not state or district requirements.   

As a result, the school follows the Common Core based Florida Standards, but chooses their own 
curriculum which is project based, and not focused on state defined topics.   “We don’t teach to the 
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State tests because we believe the curriculum we use prepares students to be successful taking any 
test.” 

Spring Hill uses a curriculum focused on project learning that emphasized “doing” or hands on 
assignments versus lectures and tests.  Those engage students from low income families that do not 
encourage reading and academics. 

 “Continuity and stability in staff and teachers is also important, and the School District cannot transfer 
our leaders or teachers like they do in regular public schools,” concludes Locke. 

Private Schools in Lake County are doing just fine, according to a Montverde Academy Dean 

One well known private school in Lake County is the Montverde Academy.   

The Dean of Admissions for the non-profit K-12 Montverde Academy, Jack Sweeney, said they are 
already at capacity for this fall with 1200 students (day and boarding school) and have waiting lists for 
the middle and elementary day school programs.   They are a college prep academy focusing on sports 
and now arts.  100% percent of their students were accepted by colleges and 90% were accepted by 
their first choice college. 

Montverde Academy publishes their fees on their website for both day school local students and 
boarding students.  Day school rates are $13,000+, while Sweeney says many Orlando private schools 
are charging $20,000 per year.   “We like to keep the fees low”. 

Last year, they had 60 students start in mid-semester, but they don’t track the reasons for the 
applications.    They do NOT follow Common Core (aka Florida Standards).   

Montverde does not receive state funding, but does have a scholarship fund of $10-million, so they can 
extend scholarships on a needs basis. 

Home schooling  

We could not get any homeschooling parents to return our calls, but many anti-Common Core parents 
are moving their students into homeschooling and here are some references. 

- Check out the Florida Parent Educators Association (FPEA) at http://fpea.com/  
- Visit Lake Schools “Home Education” page:  http://www.lake.k12.fl.us/page/1315    
- Review a home schooling consultant’s website: http://www.homeschoolinflorida.com/   
- https://www.facebook.com/groups/LakeCountyFLHomeschoolers/     
- View the Facebook page:  “Crossing Over to Homeschooling”   

Get the Lake County School Choice brochure 

To help understand all the different school choices, including virtual and magnet schools, locate the 
newly updated “School Choice Brochure” on the school district website by searching on “Choice” at 
http://www.lake.k12.fl.us/.   Note: The brochure does not discuss “post-secondary” (college credit) 
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LakeTech or dual enrollment programs at Lake Sumter State College, so visit the LakeTech link shown 
earlier or the LSSC website for how high school students can enter dual enrollment programs. 

Conclusion: 

All types of Lake County schools provide a good education, but active parents and motivated students 
are the key to finding the best programs and schools.   Parents should research each type of program 
above, find one their child “fits” and ensure they do homework and attend all classes to have a 
successful future. 

 

 

 

 

 


